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The United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the
Treatment of Prisoners
(‘The Nelson Mandela Rules’)
Rule 1

All prisoners shall be treated with the respect due to their inherent dig-
nity and value as human beings. No prisoner shall be subjected to, and
all prisoners shall be protected from, torture and other cruel, inhuman
or degrading treatment or punishment, for which no circumstances
whatsoever may be invoked as a justification. The safety and security of
prisoners, staff, service providers and visitors shall be ensured at all
times.

Rule 2

The present rules shall be applied impartially. There shall be no discrimi-
nation on the grounds of race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or
other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth, or any other
status. The religious beliefs and moral precepts of prisoners shall be
respected

In order for the principle of non-discrimination to
be put into practice, prison administrations shall
take account of the individual needs of prisoners,
in particular the most vulnerable categories in
prison settings. Measures to protect and pro-
mote the rights of prisoners with special needs
are required and shall not be regarded as discrimi-
natory.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Somalia is a nation divided along clan lines, grappling with significant human rights
challenges. Violations such as torture, gender-based violence, and the mistreatment of
detainees and inmates are pervasive and largely unpunished. The Somali security appa-
ratus, which includes The National Intelligence and Security Agency (NISA), the Somali
National Army (SNA), the Somali Police Force (SPF), and the Somali Custodial Corps, rou-
tinely engages in the practice of torture against suspects. While Somalia ratified the
Convention against Torture in 1990, the government has demonstrated a reluctance to
implement its recommendations effectively. The Constitution of Somalia explicitly pro-
hibits all forms of violence, torture, and cruel treatment. Unfortunately, the Somali Penal
Code lacks a definition of torture and does not contain provisions for its criminalization.

In 2016, Somalia experienced a significant transformation, evolving into a Federal State
composed of six Federal Member States: Galmudug, Hirshabelle, Jubaland, Puntland,
Southwest State, and the self-declared Republic of Somaliland. This annual report will
concentrate on the conditions within prisons and detention centers across these six
Federal Member States, as well as in the Benadir Region, particularly in Mogadishu.

The objective of this report is to provide a comprehensive overview of human rights
abuses occurring within the prisons and detention facilities of Mogadishu. Furthermore,
it seeks to highlight the current conditions of these facilities and explore alternative
community-based incarceration options. In addition, the report aims to assess the living
conditions of detainees, including those awaiting trial and those who have been sen-
tenced.

The FGS has endorsed all principal international human rights mechanisms that prohibit
torture, with the Convention against Torture (CAT) serving as the primary treaty. Addi-
tional measures against torture are delineated in Article 5 of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights (UDHR) and Article 7 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights (ICCPR); both documents unequivocally prohibit torture and the infliction of cruel,
inhuman, or degrading treatment upon any individual.

Despite these commitments, the government has not fully operationalized the recom-
mendations of the convention, and torture and ill-treatment persist among security
forces, prison personnel, and other entities. Torture remains a critical issue within the
confines of prisons and detention facilities.

Ongoing challenges continue to plague the jails in Mogadishu, where rampant violence
has resulted in fatalities among detainees. The principal causes of mortality in correc-
tional facilities include illness, violence among inmates, and abuse by guards. The inad-
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equate oversight of these institutions facilitates the proliferation of weapons, the lack of
segregation among varying prisoner classifications, and the fierce competition for scarce
resources, all of which exacerbate intra-prison violence. Corruption and physical mis-
treatment by guards remain persistent problems, particularly endangering female in-
mates who are more susceptible to sexual exploitation. Overcrowding is a common ex-
perience across nearly all prisons in Somalia, and the infrastructure is notably dilapidated
and in disrepair.




INTRODUCTION

The Annual Report of the Organization for Prison-
ers' Rights (OPR) provides an in-depth overview of
the organization's significant accomplishments and
the impact of its initiatives throughout 2024. Since
its establishment in 2016, the FGS has created six
Federal Member States along with the Benadir Re-
gion, which plays a crucial role in the country's
governance and administration. The responsibility
for managing prisons falls under the jurisdiction of
the Commander of the Custodial Corps, a position
critical to upholding the standards of justice and
rehabilitation for inmates.

In recent years, particularly following the FGS's in-
tensified anti-AS campaign, there has been a stag-
gering increase in the prison population. This surge
presents complex challenges, as Somali prisons and
Jjustice institutions face ongoing difficulties in effec-
tively administering justice and maintaining law
and order. Despite the efforts and targeted support
from the international community, the institutions
responsible for justice are still struggling to provide
equitable access to justice services for both prison-
ers and detainees. This ongoing situation under-
scores the urgent need for comprehensive reforms
in the court system and prosecution services to en-
sure that justice is not only done but also perceived
to be done.

To address these pressing challenges, OPR con-
ducts regular visits to detention facilities located in
Mogadishu. During these visits, the organization
emphasizes the critical importance of combating
discrimination and advocating for humane condi-
tions for all detainees. By spotlighting issues such as
overcrowding, inadequate medical care, and lack of
legal representation, OPR strives to ensure that the
dignity of individuals in custody is preserved and
respected.

Since 2021, OPR has taken proactive steps to col-
laborate with various stakeholders, including hu-
manitarian organizations, prison authorities, and
civil society groups. This cooperative approach aims
to create a framework for ensuring dignity and re-
spect within detention facilities. Through these
partnerships, OPR works to implement best practic-
es, provide training for prison staff, and develop
programs that promote rehabilitation and reinte-
gration for those incarcerated. The goal is to foster
an environment where human rights are upheld,
and the rehabilitation of prisoners is prioritized,
contributing to a more just and equitable society.

LEGAL FRAMEWORK

Somalia’s judicial system is designed to protect the
rights of individuals in custody, including personal
liberty, a strict prohibition against torture, the right
to a fair trial, and access to legal representation.
The presumption of innocence is a fundamental
principle guiding criminal proceedings, and the writ
of Habeas Corpus allows unjustly detained individ-
uals to seek release.

However, significant issues arise in the implementa-
tion of these policies, particularly concerning the
treatment of female detainees and children accom-
panying their mothers in prison. The anti-torture
laws, while enacted, lack clear definitions, leading
to inconsistent enforcement. The outdated 1971
Prison Law does not address the needs of modern
correctional facilities and requires reevaluation to
meet international standards.

While the Attorney General and the judiciary are
tasked with oversight, evidence of their effective-
ness is limited. A lack of legal aid further hampers
detainees’ ability to challenge their detention or
treatment. As a result, the promise of justice is often
overshadowed by unequal protections and unful-
filled rights.




National Context

Article 126 of the Provisional Constitution of Soma-
lia identifies the Prison Forces, or Custodial Corps,
as one of four security services tasked with main-
taining peace, sovereignty, national security, and
citizen safety. While Article 15(2) prohibits torture, it
lacks a clear definition, leading to a lack of ac-
countability for acts that may be classified as torture
due to the absence of specific anti-torture legisla-
tion.

The legal frameworks for the Custodial Corps in-
clude the Provisional Federal Constitution, the Crim-
inal Procedure Code (CPC), the 1964 Penal Code,
and the 1971 Prison Act. These laws establish rights
such as bail consideration upon arrest, the right to
a fair trial, and legal representation, aimed at ensur-
ing humane treatment of detainees and access to
Justice.

Key constitutional articles affecting pretrial deten-
tion include:

= Article 15: Establishes personal liberty and
security.

= Article 35(5): Guarantees timely court ap-
pearance (within 48 hours of arrest).

= Article 35(7): Affirms the right to a fair trial.

= Article 34: Ensures the right to legal defense,
including provision for free legal representa-
tion for those who cannot afford it.

The Criminal Procedure Code details procedures for
criminal proceedings, including:

= Article 13(2): Presumption of innocence.

= Article 15(5): Right to legal representation.

= Article 40(1): Conditions for arrest warrants
and bail.

Habeas Corpus principles in Articles 60 and 66 al-
low for the release of individuals held in arbitrary
detention.

The 1964 Penal Code outlines various penalties,
while the 1972 Prison Law addresses prison man-
agement and detainee welfare. The 1984 Presiden-
tial Decree on Prison Regulations further clarifies
detainee rights and the conduct expected from
Custodial Corps staff.

International Context

Somalia is a signatory to several key international
human rights treaties, including the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and
the Convention against Torture. It follows United
Nations standards such as the Body of Principles for
the Protection of All Persons under Detention.

Somalia is committed to:

* The Nelson Mandela Rules for the Treatment
of Prisoners

* The Bangkok Rules for Women Prisoners and
Non-custodial Measures

* The Tokyo Rules for Non-custodial Measures

= The Beijing Rules for Juvenile Justice

Additionally, under the African Charter on Human
and Peoples’ Rights, Somalia guarantees individuals
the right to have their cases heard and protection
against arbitrary arrest and detention.

PRISONS AND DETENTION FACILITIES CONDI-
TIONS

Mogadishu Central Prison (MCP)

Mogadishu Central Prison (MCP) is the oldest cor-
rectional facility in Somalia and plays a critical role
in the country's penal system, housing approxi-
mately 80 percent of the nation’s incarcerated
population. However, MCP is facing significant in-




frastructural challenges. Built during Somalia’s co-
lonial era, the prison is in a state of disrepair and
poorly maintained. It was originally designed to ac-
commodate a much smaller inmate population, but
now it houses more than ten times the number of
individuals for which it was intended.

This overcrowded facility is notorious for systematic
human rights abuses, including incidents of sexual
violence and extrajudicial killings, which have
raised serious concerns among human rights advo-
cates.

The conditions within the prison are dire, particular-
ly for female detainees, who lack appropriate facili-
ties. Essential amenities, such as private restrooms
and hygiene facilities, are virtually nonexistent, cre-
ating an environment that is both degrading and
unsafe for women.

Mogadishu Prison and Court Complex (MPCC)

During the inauguration of the MPCC in Moga-
dishu, Ms. Waly emphasized that the complex
serves as a ‘fortress for the administration of jus-
tice." The facility includes two courtrooms and three
prison blocks, which can accommodate up to 700
inmates, along with housing for judges.

The MPCC has been established with generous
support from several international partners, includ-
ing the United States, the United Kingdom, the Eu-
ropean Union, Sweden, Denmark, and the Nether-
lands.

While conditions at the MPCC are an improvement
compared to those at the MCP, recent interviews
conducted by the OPR with the families of incar-
cerated individuals reveal that authorities typically
require families to cover the costs of food and
healthcare services for inmates. Those without fami-
ly or clan support face significant barriers to access-
ing these essential services. Additionally, outbreaks

of diseases such as tuberculosis and cholera persist,
particularly during the rainy season.

OTHER DETENTION FACILITIES IN MOGADISHU
Godka Jilacow Prison (The Hole)

Godka Jilacow Prison, located in Mogadishu, is
known for holding many suspected AS fighters and
political opponents. It has reportedly become an
interrogation center for NISA, notorious for its
harsh conditions, including underground cells.

A former inmate, who requested to remain anony-
mous, described Godka Jilacow Prison as unimagi-
nable. From the moment of imprisonment, the ex-
perience is so severe that one cannot tell if they are
alive or dead. Inmates endure daily torture and
humiliation, starvation, and sleeplessness due to
poorly maintained underground cells and the
screams of others being tortured and raped.

Thousands of prisoners reside in Godka Jilacow,
many of whom have never been formally charged
or convicted of any crime. Former inmates recount-
ed a horrific reality filled with constant abuse and
torture, lacking access to adequate medical care,
family visits, lawyers, and even food at times. Prison
officials would strip inmates naked, beat them, and
force them to perform humiliating acts in front of
the entire prison population as punishment, aiming
to instill shame and fear. The intent behind this tor-
ture and humiliation was to coerce prisoners into
falsely confessing to being members of AS or other
opposition groups.

Criminal Investigation Directorate (CID)

The Criminal Investigations Department (CID) oper-
ates nationwide, overseeing investigations, finger-
printing, and the management of criminal records.
It is an integral component of the Somali Police
Force, with its headquarters located in Mogadishu.




Although the CID is not classified as a detention fa-
cility, it accommodates numerous individuals await-
ing investigation. This location also serves to hold
detainees for extended periods without sufficient
Jjustification. The facility is currently experiencing
significant overcrowding, alongside an increasing
number of remand prisoners pending court sen-
tencing. The resources available for health care are
markedly insufficient, with a limited number of
medical professionals, poorly equipped clinics, and
a lack of emergency medical supplies.

Furthermore, essential medications are not readily
available, and several communicable diseases, in-
cluding tuberculosis, cholera, and diarrheal illness-
es, are present among the detainee population.
There are pervasive concerns regarding the mental
health of those incarcerated. Additionally, the sani-
tation facilities and sewage systems are outdated,
leaving detainees without proper access to show-
ers and personal hygiene products.

Benadir (Mogadishu) District Police Stations

The Benadir Region, commonly known as Moga-
dishu, is home to 19 district police stations that op-
erate as detention facilities. Individuals held at these
stations typically remain there until they are trans-
ferred to the CID. However, discussions with offic-
ers from these police stations have revealed that
many detainees are not being moved to the CID
due to overcrowding issues.

Families often bear the responsibility of providing
food and medical care for those detained in these
facilities. Reports indicate that detainees frequently
endure interrogation, suffer from torture, and live
under harsh conditions. Historically, these police
stations have faced criticism for human rights viola-
tions, particularly against the Somali minority popu-
lation.

Detainees are often subjected to arbitrary or politi-
cally motivated arrests and severe human rights
abuses, including instances of sexual violence, tor-
ture, and even murder.

Undisclosed Detention Sites in Mogadishu

NISA operates several facilities throughout Moga-
dishu that serve as detention sites. These locations
are utilized for the detention of political opposition
figures and prominent leaders affiliated with AS.
Notable individuals who have been detained in
these undisclosed facilities include former AS co-
founder Hassan Dahir Aweys and Sheikh Mukhtar
Robow, the co-founder and spokesman of AS, who
is currently serving as the Minister for Religious Af-
fairs.

Reports indicate that these undisclosed facilities are
associated with severe human rights violations. Al-
legations of torture, sexual violence, and even hom-
icide have emerged from these sites. Furthermore,
some detainees have undertaken hunger strikes as
a means of protesting their treatment and raising
awareness of their conditions.

PRISONERS AND DETAINEES’ DEMOGRAPHICS IN
MOGADISHU

Those held captive In Somalia's prisons and deten- tion
facilities are predominantly adult males though there
are notable number of adult female inmates. Addition-
ally, there are minors and individuals with disabilities
present in these facilities.

Since the return of President Hassan Sheikh Mo- hamud
to power in May 2022, a significant focus has been
placed on combating AS, which was a central theme of
his campaign. The anti-AS initiative is being driven by
the Federal Government forces, local militias (such as
the Ma'awisleey), the African.




Union Transition Mission in Somalia (ATMIS), and
support from US and Turkish forces. This campaign
has resulted in the apprehension of numerous sus-
pected extremists, including individuals under the
age of 18, particularly from the Bay, Bakool, and
Hiran Middle Shabelle regions. Many of these indi-
viduals are now housed in prisons located in Mog-
adishu, Baidoa, Baladwene, Bulo-Burte, and Jow-
har, where they are facing challenging conditions,
especially the injured who lack sufficient medical
care.

In addition to the anti-AS campaign, other security
initiatives also contribute to the population of So-
malia’s detention facilities. Security forces with NISA
conduct security sweeps in all 19 districts in Moga-
dishu, as well as some parts of Lower Shabelle, and
detain individuals related to AS militants. These op-
erations resulted in the detainment of hundreds of
individuals who are held across prisons and deten-
tion centers across Mogadishu. There are reports
indicating that these detainees are in harsh condi-
tions. They were not taken before the court, even
though their rights are enshrined in the constitu-
tion.

Furthermore, recent reports indicate that individu-
als opposing government policies, along with high-
ranking members of AS, may have been detained in
undisclosed locations. The Somali government has
not commented on or clarified these allegations,
leading to increased concerns about the transpar-
ency and legality of the detentions.

A recent survey conducted by OPR across various
facilities—hnamely Mogadishu Central Prison (MCP),
Godka Jilacow Prison, and the Mogadishu Prison
and Court Complex (MPCC)—has documented ap-
proximately 2,301 male inmates and 66 female in-

mates. Among these figures, there are 189 male
Jjuvenile prisoners, with 34 reported female juvenile
inmates. In terms of remand prisoners, the total in-
cludes 1,105 individuals, comprising 29 females
and 987 males; of these, 89 male remanded prison-
ers are under 18 years of age. The survey further
highlighted that 179 inmates in MCP have com-
pleted their mandated sentences but remain incar-
cerated, a claim that OPR could not independently
verify.

In Godka Jilacow Prison, a recent OPR survey has
revealed significant findings about the population.
The survey identified a total of 113 individuals clas-
sified as political prisoners or detainees. Additional-
ly, the report indicates that there are 315 males as-
sociated with the militant group AS. There are also
91 females linked to AS, along with a concerning
108 male juveniles connected to the militants. It is
important to note that these figures are unverified
and may change.

Additionally, the survey found 408 detainees (in-
cluding males, females, and minors) being held at
the 19 District Police stations in Mogadishu. Addi-
tionally, the CID headquarters in Mogadishu houses
83 detainees, which includes 21 females and 2
male juveniles.

Furthermore, it has been reported that there are
several undisclosed detention sites operated by
NISA in the form of houses located in Mogadishu.
However, OPR has been unable to investigate
these locations due to NISA’s lack of cooperation in
disclosing relevant information. The findings are
summarized in the table and figure below.




TABLE AND FIGURES

The following table and figures provide a comprehensive overview of the population and distri-
bution of prisoners within the various prisorns and detention facilities located in Mogadishu. It
outlines the number of inmates housed in each facility.

| Convicted Prisoners (Mogadishu Prisons)

Mogadishu Central Prison (MCP)

Mogadishu Prison and Court Complex (MPCC)

Male 2,301
Female 66
Male Juvenile 189
Female Juvenile 34
Total 2,590

| Remand Prisoners (Mogadishu Prisons)

Male 309
Female 0
Male Juvenile 0
Female Juvenile 0
Total 309

Mogadishu Central Prison (MCP)

Mogadishu Prison and Court Complex (MPCC)

Male 987 Male 0
Female 29 Female 0
Male Juvenile 89 Male Juvenile 0
Female Juvenile 0 Female Juvenile 0
Total 1,105 Total 0
OTHER DETENTION SITES IN MOGADISHU
Godka Jilacow Prison (The Hole) Criminal Investigation Directorate (CID) 19 District Police stations
Male (Political Prisoners or Detainees) 113 Male 60 Male 192
Male (Linked to AS) 315 Female 21 Female 39
Female (Linked to AS) 91 Male Juvenile 2 Male Juvenile 130
Male Juvenile (Linked to AS) 108 Female Juvenile 0 Female Juvenile 47
Female Juvenile N/A  Total 83 Total 408

Total 627

Demographics of Prisoners at Mogadishu Central Prison (MCP)
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2000
150
Prisoner Type and Sex
1500 .
g Convicted Female
8 100 . Remand Female
K]
£ 1000 B convicted Male
. Remand Male
50
500
0 0

Mogadishu Central Prison (MCP) Mogadishu Central Prison (MCP)

Prisoners

300

200

100
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Mogadishu Prison and Court Complex (MPCC)




Detainees

Demographics of Detainees of Godka Detention Center Demographics of Detainees of Criminal Investigation Directorate (ClI

Adult Juvenile Adult Juvenile
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Demographics of Detainees of 19 District Police Stations
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The demographics presented above depict the average inmate and detainee populatiorns within
each facility for the reporting period, recognizing that these figures are subject to fluctuations at
any given time daue to admissions, releases, and transfers. The data has been compiled from
comprehensive reports and records provided by the Ministry of Justice and Constitutional Af-
fairs, specifically the Department of Prisons and the Prison Administration.




PRISONS CONDITIONS
Administration and Recordkeeping

In Somalia, the administration and recordkeeping
in prisons and detention facilities face significant
challenges. Notably, these institutions lack om-
budsmen, which affects oversight and accountabil-
ity. Additionally, the existing recordkeeping prac-
tices are inadequate, primarily due to the absence
of comprehensive policy frameworks for manag-
ing manual records. This gap is identified as a sig-
nificant barrier to the development of effective dig-
ital records management. A registrar officer at
Mogadishu Central Prison has noted significant
challenges regarding the management of records,
particularly in relation to electronic records (e-
records) and electronic archives. There is currently
no legislation in place addressing these aspects of
records management.

“The officer highlighted that many difficulties arise
from outdated methods, such as the rellance on tradl-
tional recordkeeping books. Furthermore, issues are
compounded by inadequately trained staff and ineffec-
tive policy formulation and implementation. The chal-
lenges associated with managing manual records in-
clude outdated systems, increased chances of data [oss,
threats to the reliability and authenticity of records, and
compromised security and privacy. These factors not
only lead to higher operational costs but also result in
dispersed information and an increased demand for IT
specialists to address the gaps in electronic record man-
agement.”

Prison administrators have raised significant con-
cerns regarding the frequent misplacement and
loss of important records, as well as the slow re-
trieval of necessary documents from storage. The
efficiency of information gathering and distribu-
tion within jail offices is notably impaired by the
lack of computers and printers.

In Mogadishu and across Somalia, many individu-
als tasked with maintaining records and archives

do not possess formal training in records man-
agement. Typically, these personnel are selected
based on clan affiliations rather than educational
qualifications. As a result, they often ascend to the
position of records manager through promotion
or seniority without any formal education in ar-
chives and records management. Research con-
ducted by OPR indicates that none of the employ-
ees within registry departments have received
specialized training in this critical area.

Prisons and Detention Facilities Infrastructure

Somalia is currently facing significant challenges
regarding its prison infrastructure, particularly with
many facilities dating back to colonial times. A no-
table example is the Central Prison in Mogadishu,
which operates well beyond its intended capacity,
housing more than ten times the number of in-
mates for which it was designed. This facility,
along with many others established in the 19th
century, is characterized by outdated and deterio-
rating structures that require extensive mainte-
nance.

The majority of correctional facilities in Somalia are
in urgent need of renovation or reconstruction.
For instance, aside from the Police Headquarters,
all detention facilities in Kismayo are in a state of
disrepair. The Central Jail in Mogadishu is particu-
larly in need of upkeep due to extensive damage,
while Baidoa's main jail is not only old but also suf-
fers from poor ventilation and excessive heat with-
in the cells.

Moreover, a critical concern is the lack of dedicat-
ed facilities for female detainees and prisoners,
highlighting an additional area that requires atten-
tion and improvement within the correctional sys-
tem. Overall, comprehensive reforms are essential
to address these infrastructural challenges in So-
malia’s prison system.




Family and Information Availability in Somali Pris-
ons

Access to family members and information is a
significant challenge that affects prisoners’ access
to justice in Somalia. Many young boys from re-
gions such as Bay, Bakool, and Lower Shabelle find
themselves incarcerated far from their families, lim-
iting opportunities for visits and communication.
While the majority of prisoners and detainees are
able to connect with family and are informed
about the reasons behind their detention, others,
particularly those arrested in southwest Somalia
and held in Mogadishu, often do not receive any
visits from family.

Historically, prisoners were allowed family visits
twice a week, on Sundays and Wednesdays. How-
ever, this practice has been suspended for over a
year. In instances where inmates do manage to
receive visits, strict regulations are in place: visitors
are prohibited from bringing food or essential
supplies, and a fee of $20 is charged for each visit.

An interview with a prison staff member con-
firmed these restrictions. He noted that he runs a
restaurant within the prison, further indicating
that families are barred from bringing food for in-
mates. Additionally, visitors must wait in line for
the opportunity to see the inmates, with visiting
hours stretching from 7 am to 3 pm. Interactions
between inmates and their visitors occur behind a
barrier, and the imposed fee for visits adds another
layer of financial burden on families.

The situation is further compounded by the in-
mates’ need to pay $5 for just 10 minutes of out-
door access to fresh air and sunlight, highlighting
the additional challenges faced by those incarcer-
ated.

Overcrowding in Prisons and Correctional Facilities

Somalia faces a critical issue of overcrowding in its
prisons and detention facilities. A notable example
is the central prison in Mogadishu, which was de-
signed to house between 400 and 500 prisoners.
However, over the past four years, the number of
detainees has consistently exceeded this capacity,
with averages reaching 1,993, more than three
times the intended limit. This situation has been
intensified by the return of Internally Displaced
Persons (IDPs) to various cities and the govern-
ment's ongoing anti-AS campaign under the lead-
ership of Hassan Sheikh.

In particular, urban prisons and detention centers
in southern and central Somalia are frequently
overcrowded, especially following extensive secu-
rity operations. Reports indicate that the condi-
tions within these facilities are often severe and
potentially life-threatening. Overcrowding leads to
numerous human rights abuses across nearly all
prisons in the country. This issue is notably severe
in smaller detention centers where pretrial detain-
ees are crammed into confined spaces with insuffi-
cient room to move. Additionally, prisons man-
aged by AS also experience significant overcrowd-
ing, housing a substantial number of inmates with-
in constrained environments.

Health, Hygiene, and Nutrition in the Prisons and
Detention Facilities

The healthcare system in prisons and detention
facilities, particularly in Kismayo, Baidoa, and Mog-
adishu, is facing significant challenges and is large-
ly inadequate to meet the needs of inmates. Many
detainees struggle to access necessary medications
and medical attention, resulting in poor health
outcomes. A critical issue in these facilities is the
limited number of qualified medical personnel,




compounded by a lack of medical supplies and
equipment available to the existing nursing staff.

Reports indicate that inmates in Mogadishu's de-
tention facilities are especially disadvantaged, as
they often do not receive any medical care. The
overcrowding problem further exacerbates health
concerns; for instance, there is no isolation area for
tuberculosis (TB) patients, leading to untreated
cases and increased transmission risks. Additional-
ly, outbreaks of communicable diseases such as
cholera and diarrhea have occurred, likely linked
to seasonal high temperatures, which have result-
ed in hospitalizations and fatalities.

The lack of essential laboratory resources—such as
trained technicians and diagnostic equipment—
hinders proper healthcare delivery. Facilities do
not have first aid supplies or qualified personnel
for emergencies, and the shortage of emergency
equipment remains a pressing concern. Often,
necessary medical examinations, including ultra-
sounds, CT scans, and MRIs, are unavailable, lead-
ing to a reliance on external hospitals when a pris-
oner’s health deteriorates.

Moreover, concerns have been raised regarding
the timely payment and training of medical profes-
sionals working in Mogadishu prisons. The ab-
sence of an ambulance poses additional challeng-
es in transporting patients during emergencies.
Common health issues reported among inmates
include scabies, ringworm, hepatitis A and B, H.
pylori infections, tuberculosis, STIs, pneumonia,
and anemia.

A prison officer has reported that a variety of dis-
eases, including drug-resistant strains, are becom-
ing more widespread within the facilities. Addi-
tionally, many individuals in these environments
are affected by AIDS, further complicating the al-
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ready dire health situation in prisons and deten-
tion centers.

In a conversation with a doctor from De Martino
General Hospital stated that;

‘Mogadishu Frisons lack Medical ombudsmen and
proper Medical recordkeeping for prisoners. The high
seasonal temperatures have led to an increase in cases
of diarrhea and cholera, resulting in multiple deaths
and 38 hospitalizations. He also mentioned that the in-
mates are exposed to serious health risks due to the ex-
tremely poor sanitary facilities, and a shortage of med/-
cal personnel. The doctor additionally mentioned that
tuberculosis is resurging, and there have beer instarnces
of inmates dying from tuberculosis”.

In prisons and detention facilities, hygiene poses a
significant issue, with 80 per cent of facilities being
judged unacceptable due to inadequate hygiene,
mainly caused by a lack of or poor condition of toi-
lets. The majority of institutions fail to provide in-
mates with appropriate bedding, with over 60 per
cent of inspected prison facilities lacking sleeping
amenities. The presence of shared sanitary facili-
ties, insufficient hygiene measures, poor ventila-
tion, and restricted access to communal areas are
all physical and administrative factors that can fa-
cilitate the transmission of diseases. These condi-
tions provide an optimal environment for infec-
tious diseases to propagate if a prisoner or prison
staff member becomes ill.

An inmate in MCP stated;

I participated in a hygiene seminar related to the
coronavirus outbreak. We were taught how to wash
our hands. But most of the time me and all inmates do
not recelve soap and other anti-bacteria products from
the government and prison authorities, and my broth-
ers are inside, Il show them how to wash their hands
and bath'.

Access to nutritious and healthy food in Somalia's
prisons and detention facilities has long been a
significant concern. These facilities consistently




face challenges in providing adequate nutrition,
particularly for vulnerable populations within the
prison system. The compounded effects of increas-
ingly frequent climate-related extreme tempera-
tures, the global COVID-19 pandemic, and ongo-
ing conflict have contributed to alarmingly high
rates of acute malnutrition and severe micronutri-
ent deficiencies among prisoners in Somalia.

Historically, humanitarian efforts in addressing
malnutrition within these settings have primarily
focused on the treatment of existing cases rather
than prevention or systemic change. Insights
gathered during recent visits to detention facilities
in Mogadishu, Baidoa, and Kismayo revealed
alarming conditions. Interviews with nursing staff
indicated that inmates receive insufficient food,
both in terms of quantity and variety. As a result,
many prisoners suffer from conditions like anemia
and vitamin A deficiency, rendering them more
susceptible to infectious diseases and at increased
risk of developing severe acute malnutrition, char-
acterized by dangerously low weight and signifi-
cant muscle wasting.

While further research is necessary to assess the
nutritional value of the food provided in these fa-
cilities, qualitative data collected has indicated that
inmate diets are often unbalanced and of poor nu-
tritional quality. Addressing these deficiencies is
crucial for the health and well-being of individuals
in the correctional system in Somalia.

Access to Water and Food in Prisons and Correc-
tional Facilities

OPR advocates for improvements in access to
clean water for individuals in detention. The OPR
asserts that detainees should receive an adequate
supply of water and food that meets both quality
and quantity standards necessary for maintaining
good health.

11

However, inspections conducted by the OPR in
prisons and detention facilities located in Moga-
dishu, Kismayo, and Baidoa have revealed signifi-
cant issues regarding access to clean drinking wa-
ter. Reports indicate that the government supplies
food only to prisoners held in CID sites, while de-
tainees in police stations in Mogadishu do not re-
ceive any government-provided meals. In some
cases, families of prisoners have taken it upon
themselves to bring food for their incarcerated rel-
atives.

Additionally, although food is provided within the
prison system, it is often described as unpalatable.
As a result, inmates frequently resort to purchasing
food from external restaurants, highlighting the
ongoing challenges related to nutrition and food
quality within these facilities.

An inmate revealed to OPR that;

Prisoners are compelled to purchase food at inflat-
ed prices from restaurants located within the prison.
These establishments are reportedly owned by certain
high-ranking prison officials. For instance, a small serv-
ing of rice without any accompanying soup typically
costs around USS 1.

OPR has recently reported concerning practices
regarding prisoners who refuse to purchase food
from the prison restaurant. In such cases, these
inmates may face punishment through Solitary
Confinement (SC). Reports indicate that while in
solitary confinement, inmates can be forced to en-
dure a range of severe conditions, including being
undressed, going without food or water for up to
five days, and being made to sleep in rooms con-
taminated with oil drained from vehicles as a form
of punishment.

Additionally, inmates in solitary confinement re-
ceive limited access to sunlight, with only a few
minutes allowed outside. They may also be sub-
jected to physical beatings before being returned




to their holding cells, often in a state where they
struggle to walk. These circumstances raise signifi-
cant concerns about the treatment of prisoners
and the potential violation of their rights.

Reports from inmates reveal a dire situation
within the facility. An inmate recounted,

‘Initially, we were required to purchase our own
food, but currently, we are also forced to buy drinking
water due to a reported malfunction of the generator
responsible for pumping water.”

Another inmate highlighted the recent de-
mands from prison authorities, stating,

“‘We were instructed to pay monthly water charges.
When we explained that we have no money and re-
minded them that we are the governments responsiboil-
ity, our concerns were dismissed.”

In a conversation with one inmate, he articulated a
plea directed at the FGS, emphasizing the pressing
need for improvements at the prison. The facility is
managed by Mohamed Qalii, who is serving a 25-year
sentence, alongside Dahir Abbulle Rage (Baasuuke), the
Prison Commander. The inmate urged the FGS to fulfill
its obligation to care for inmates, pointing out the se-
vere shortages of food and water forcing prisoners to
take responsibility for their essential needs.

Despite receiving donations from various sources,
he claimed that prison officials confiscated these items
shortly after they were delivered. He specifically men-
tioned that the International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) had recently sent boxes containing dates
and powdered milk intended for each prisoner; howev-
er, they were told that they would need to pay to ac-
cess these supplies, which they never actually received.

Challenges Faced by Minorities in Somalia's Prisons
and Detention Facilities

Prisoners from minority groups in Somalia face
significant challenges and concerning treatment
within the country's correctional facilities. A study
conducted by the OPR highlights that individuals
from minority backgrounds experience serious
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human rights violations, including sexual assault
and extrajudicial killings, both inside the prisons
and in broader society.

The formal justice system in Somalia is often per-
ceived as fragile and dysfunctional, lacking the
necessary national policies and legal frameworks
to protect and uphold the rights of minorities with-
in prisons. There is an absence of clear support
mechanisms aimed at enhancing the security and
well-being of these populations. Moreover, federal
law does not adequately permit prisoners to file
complaints to judicial authorities without facing
censorship.

The judicial environment is prone to corruption
and is heavily influenced by clan-based politics.
This interference often leads to illegal detentions
of individuals from minority communities. Many
minorities are unjustly held or convicted, frequent-
ly without proper access to legal processes, repre-
sentation, or relevant information.

While speaking with an inmate currently detained
at the CID, he recounted his arrest experience;

He said initially, | was unaware of the reasons for
my detention. Upon inquiring with a police officer, /
was told that | was involved in a hit-and-run incident
while driving an auto rickshaw. However, he clarified
that he neither owns nor operates an auto rickshaw.
The inmate expressed a concern that these situations
frequently happen to the minority community, where
individuals like him are detained. At the same time, the
actual perpetrators often evade justice, typically aue to
belonging to majority clars.

Limited resources and information further impede
the ability of minorities to seek justice. Additionally,
the lack of support from traditional clan structures
exacerbates their marginalization, affecting their
political participation, employment opportunities,
and access to justice. Many members of these
communities are also displaced, with a considera-




ble number living in internally displaced person
(IDP) settlements across Mogadishu, Puntland, and
Somaliland, where they continue to experience
poverty, discrimination, and exclusion.

A member of a minority group who is currently
incarcerated in MCP reported to OPR regarding his
experience. He stated that;

He was responsible for the construction of the Yak-
shid District Administration building. After completing
the project, he allegedly did not receive payment for his
work. When he sought compensation, he was subse-
quently arrested. Furthermore, he indicated that when
he asked the prison authorities to facilitate his access to
the court to seek justice, he was informed that he did
not have the right to engage with the legal system.

Deaths in Prisons and Detention Facilities in Soma-
lia

Somalia’s prisons and detention facilities are
among the most overcrowded globally and face
significant challenges due to inadequate funding.
Accurate nationwide data on mortality rates with-
in these institutions is often difficult to obtain.
However, interviews conducted by OPR with for-
mer inmates highlight critical health issues con-
tributing to these deaths. The primary causes in-
clude contagious diseases such as tuberculosis and
cholera, along with insufficient food supplies and
violent confrontations between inmates and cor-
rectional officers. Since the beginning of 2019,
OPR has confirmed a total of 137 deaths in prisons
and detention facilities located in Mogadishu.

Between 2020 and 2024, there have been nu-
merous violent escape attempts from prisons or-
chestrated by members of AS. These incidents
have led to tragic fatalities, with reports indicating
that at least 76 inmates have lost their lives during
confrontations between AS detainees and correc-
tional officers.
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Non-separation of Adult and Juvenile Prisoners

In Somalia, prisons and detention facilities fre-
quently do not separate adult and juvenile prison-
ers. This lack of segregation also extends to the dis-
tinction between pretrial detainees and convicted
inmates. A significant issue arises when families
seek disciplinary measures for their children, lead-
ing to the incarceration of juveniles. In some cases,
families from regions controlled by AS may choose
to send their children to detention facilities in
Mogadishu to protect them from forced recruit-
ment by militants.

Prison authorities in Somalia encounter difficulties
in effectively categorizing inmates based on the
nature of their offenses. This results in situations
where juvenile offenders and those charged with
minor offenses are housed alongside adult prison-
ers, including individuals suspected of terrorism.
This practice raises concerns regarding the safety
and rehabilitation of the juvenile population with-
in these facilities.

A report from an inmate at MCP prison highlighted
significant issues regarding the management of
inmate classification and safety.

The inmate indicated a troubling lack of separation
between individuals associated with serious offenses
and those convicted of lesser crimes, a situation exacer-
bated by recent intensified security measures and anti-
extremism efforts by the government.

Furthermore, the inmate pointed out that;

Individuals who have committed severe crimes,
such as parricide, are being housed alongside juvenile
prisoners. This practice has resulted in a high-risk envi-
ronment, increasing the vulnerability of younger in-
mates to potential harm or abuse from these dangerous
offenders.

Another inmate recounted an interaction with
prison guards regarding the placement of an older




inmate in their cell. When the guards were ques-
tioned about this decision, they responded,

"This place doesn't belong to you, and you have no
authority here. You are a prisoner, just like them.”

Gender-Based Violence within the Prisons and De-
tention Centers

Female inmates, along with those held in deten-
tion centers, including women, adolescents, girls,
and children, account for a staggering 95 percent
of the survivors who reported incidents of gender-
based violence (GBV) from 2020 to 2024. Of these
female prisoners and detainees, approximately 75
percent originate from displaced communities,
highlighting the vulnerability of this demographic
within the justice system.

Gender-based violence remains a pervasive issue
across all prisons in Somalia, including facilities
controlled by the militant group AS. According to
data gathered by OPR in 2024, 45 percent of re-
ported GBV incidents occurred specifically in de-
tention facilities. The remaining incidents took
place in prisons and other undisclosed locations
utilized by the Somali government, particularly by
NISA, for the detention of individuals, often with-
out transparency or oversight.

A recent report acquired by the OPR from a source
closely associated with the organization regarding pris-
on conditions has revealed disturbing information. In
early 2025, a 17-year-old girl was reportedly detained at
the request of her mother by high-ranking officers of
NISA for rehabilitation at Godka FPrison. It has been al-
leged that she was subjected to multiple instances of
rape by these NISA officers. OFPR also reached out to the
girl's uncle, who is currently being released, to verify
this information, which he corroborated.

Furthermore, additional reports received by OPR
from various sources indicate a troubling increase in the
number of girls and women associated with AS who
are being detained by NISA and held at Godka Prison.
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These individuals are reportedly facing ongoing sexual
violence while in custody.

The forms of gender-based violence (GBV) docu-
mented in 2025 are not only horrifying but also
encompass a wide range of violations. Victims
have bravely come forward to share their experi-
ences, which include brutal acts such as rape,
gang rape, and various forms of sexual assault. In
many cases, these incidents involved extreme
physical assaults that left both physical and psy-
chological scars.

Furthermore, women who have been detained in
AS-controlled prisons report facing the traumatic
experience of forced marriage. In these oppressive
environments, many have also experienced the
denial of essential resources such as food, medical
care, and sanitation. Moreover, psychological and
emotional abuse has emerged as a significant con-
cern, with victims describing manipulation, threats,
and degradation that impact their mental well-
being.

AS has been known to commit acts of gender-
based violence, which include forced marriages,
and imposes punishments based on its interpreta-
tion of Islamic law. Individuals detained by the
group often face harsh conditions for relatively
minor offenses. These offenses can include actions
such as smoking, possessing illicit content on their
mobile phones, listening to music, watching or
participating in soccer, wearing a brassiere, or fail-
ing to wear a hijab.

Notably, the OPR's findings for 2024 revealed an
increase in incidents of sexual violence involving
children. Many of these minors were captured
amid the government's ongoing anti-AS cam-
paign. This alarming trend calls for urgent atten-
tion and action to address the safety and rights of
all individuals affected by GBYV, particularly those
in detention.




Gender Sensitivity and Segregation of Male and
Female Inmates

Rule 11 (a) of the Nelson Mandela Rules empha-
sizes the need for distinct institutional facilities for
male and female inmates, asserting that in any fa-
cility accommodating both genders, the space des-
ignated for women must remain completely sepa-
rate from that allocated to men.

Observations of various jails and detention centers
reveal that while cells for male and female detain-
ees are generally separated, there are significant
shortcomings regarding the provision of adequate
facilities for female prisoners. In Somalia, for in-
stance, although the majority of the prison popula-
tion consists of adult males, female prisoners often
face challenges such as the absence of separate
restrooms and private areas.

Moreover, due to issues of overcrowding, women
may be denied access to their designated areas or
separate cells, leading to situations where they are
compelled to use temporary spaces, including staff
restrooms. There have also been reports of shared
restroom facilities between male and female in-
mates, further highlighting the need for improved
gender-sensitive practices within correctional insti-
tutions.

HUMAN RIGHTS IN SOMALIA PRISONS AND DE-
TENTION FACILITIES

The 2024 report on human rights practices in So-
malia by OPR outlines several critical issues regard-
ing the treatment of individuals in prisons and de-
tention facilities. The report indicates that security
forces have been implicated in unlawful or arbi-
trary killings, which include extrajudicial execu-
tions. It also highlights serious cases of torture and
cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment of detain-
ees.
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Additionally, the report raises alarms about the
presence of political prisoners and detainees, con-
cerns surrounding politically motivated disappear-
ances, and significant restrictions placed on free
expression, particularly regarding the press and
internet usage. It discusses how criminal libel laws
have led to unjustified arrests and prosecutions of
Journalists and mass media.

The report highlights significant shortcomings in
the investigations and accountability related to vio-
lence against women. It places particular emphasis
on the alarming prevalence of sexual violence oc-
curring within prisons and detention centers.

Religious Freedom in Somalia’s Prisons and Deten-
tion Centers

In Somalia, the issue of religious freedom within
prisons and detention centers has become a signif-
icant concern, particularly in the context of the
ongoing Somali Civil War. The Organization for
Peace and Reconciliation (OPR) is actively engaged
in promoting religious freedom for inmates in
these facilities.

Religious freedom in Somalia encompasses the
right of individuals to practice their religious beliefs
without hindrance. However, this right is heavily
influenced by government policies, actions of non-
state actors, and prevailing societal attitudes to-
ward various religious groups. The enforcement of
laws related to religion varies widely among the
region's autonomous governments, resulting in
inconsistencies in the treatment of religious prac-
tices.

Reports indicate that prisoners in Somalia’s correc-
tional facilities are rarely permitted to engage in
religious activities such as praying, reading the
Quran, or participating in communal prayers
(Jamee’a). In conversations with inmates, it has
been highlighted that those who attempt to pray




or read the Quran face punitive measures. One
inmate expressed,

“We are not allowed to learn the Holy Quran; if
someone insists on praying, they are punished. If two
prisoners wish to pray together, they also receive puri-
ishment.”

This situation underscores the challenges faced by
individuals seeking to practice their faith within
the prison system in Somalia, as efforts to uphold
religious freedom are met with significant obsta-
cles.

Political Prisoners and Detainees

In various regions, including those under the FGS,
there is a prevalent concern regarding the deten-
tion of journalists and critics of the government,
particularly among notable political opposition
figures. The exact number of political prisoners
remains undisclosed by the FGS and regional au-
thorities, making it difficult to assess the full extent
of the issue. Access to detention facilities, such as
Godka Jilocow Prison and the CID headquarters, is
often restricted for human rights organizations.

Amid a competitive environment for federal elec-
tions, Abdi Ali Rage, a former advisor to President
Farmaajo, announced his intention to run for a
seat in the lower house representing Jubaland
Federal State. However, he was subsequently ar-
rested in Kismayo by local authorities under undis-
closed charges. In his statements, Rage expressed
concerns about the threats he faced regarding
deportation due to his political ties.

In Somaliland, the situation is similarly concerning,
as authorities continue to detain citizens working
for the FGS in Mogadishu, sometimes for extended
periods. Somaliland officials who hold positions
within the federal government face significant
risks, as they are prohibited by Somaliland authori-
ties from representing their region in the federal
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government, with such actions deemed treason-
ous and subject to legal repercussions under So-
maliland law.

Al-Shabaab Controlled Prisons and Bylaw Courts

AS has established a network of unauthorized
courts across the country that address various con-
flicts. These courts often operate outside the
boundaries of the law, leading to unlawful impris-
onment and, in some cases, the issuance of death
sentences to civilians without due process. Indi-
viduals may face prosecution without the oppor-
tunity for legal representation, and the absence of
a fair trial is a common concern.

The judicial processes employed by AS also extend
to government officials, law enforcement person-
nel, and ordinary citizens, resulting in arbitrary ar-
rests and unlawful detentions. Conditions within
the facilities controlled by AS are typically inade-
quate, failing to meet basic human rights stand-
ards. Individuals subjected to AS's punitive
measures often experience unfair sentencing and
disproportionate punishments.

Furthermore, the detention centers managed by
AS suffer from overcrowding and lack fundamen-
tal amenities, including heating, adequate lighting,
proper sleeping arrangements, and sufficient food.
Recreational activities and contact with the outside
world are severely limited, compromising the dig-
nity and wellbeing of those incarcerated.

JUSTICE AND THE RULE OF LAW

Access to Court and Substantive Due Process:
Many individuals remain in detention for extended
periods without formal charges or proper due
process. There are reports of detainees being held
for long durations without the opportunity to ac-
cess a court or receive substantive legal protection.
NISA has been noted for frequently detaining indi-




viduals for prolonged periods without adhering to
due process guidelines.

While the law does recognize individuals’ rights to
challenge the legality of their arrest or detention in
court, this right tends to be effectively accessible
only to politicians, prominent clan members, and
certain businesspersons, leaving many others
without recourse.

Confessions Obtained through Torture and Coer-
cion: OPR has not been able to confirm the use of
confessions obtained through torture or coercion
as admissible evidence in court. Nevertheless, OPR
has received credible accounts of defendants ex-
periencing mistreatment during the pre-trial
phase, particularly while in detention at NISA and
Criminal Investigations Department (CID) facilities.

For instance, OPR interviewed a detainee who had
been released from Godka Jilocow Prison. He de-
scribed being detained by NISA officers after being
accused of assaulting an officer.

He recounted being beaten and suffering a scar on
his face as a result. According to his account, after be-
ing taken to a separate room, officers struck him with
sticks and wires while demanding a confession.

Arbitrary Arrest and Detention: The provisional
federal constitution explicitly prohibits illegal de-
tention; however, there are widespread reports of
arbitrary arrests and detentions carried out by
government security forces, allied militias, and re-
gional authorities. Many individuals are detained
without proper justification, particularly those ac-
cused of terrorism or those showing support for
AS or opposing the government. Allegations of
affiliation with AS are frequently used by authori-
ties as a basis for these arbitrary arrests. Journalists
are particularly vulnerable, often facing unjust de-
tention by government and other authorities. For
instance, the case of Radio Higsi journalist Mo-
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hamed Abdiwahab Nur, also known as "Abuja,”
highlights the risks faced by media personnel, as
he has disappeared amid a backdrop of arbitrary
detentions of other journalists, who are often
charged without clear evidence and denied access
to legal representation and family visits. Notably,
between October 16 and 21, 2022, NISA detained
Radio Kulmiye journalist Abdullahi Kulmiye Addow
after he conducted an interview with a business-
man whose comments were critical of the gov-
ernment and sympathetic to AS, compelling the
media outlet to suppress parts of the interview for
his release.

Arrest Procedures and Treatment of Detainees:
According to the provisional federal constitution,
individuals who are arrested should be brought
before judicial authorities within 48 hours. The law
mandates that arrests be conducted based on
warrants grounded in sufficient evidence and is-
sued by authorized officials. Additionally, it lays out
the requirement for arrestees to be promptly in-
formed of the charges against them and to have
access to legal counsel and family members. De-
spite these legal protections, compliance with
these safeguards is notably inconsistent.

The Federal Government has been known to exe-
cute arrests without warrants, particularly in cases
involving high-profile prisoners linked to AS, who
may be held in undisclosed locations prior to for-
mal charges being laid. While the law allows for
bail, many citizens remain unaware of this right or
are denied access to bail, and authorities often dis-
regard this provision. Furthermore, there appears
to be a lack of adequate training among judicial
personnel regarding criminal procedures, which
can hinder fair treatment. In some instances, influ-
ential figures such as security personnel, judicial
officers, politicians, and clan elders exert pressure
to secure the release of preferred detainees.




Denial of Fair Public Trial in Somalia: Article 107 of
the Provisional Constitution of the Federal Repub-
lic of Somalia establishes that judicial proceedings
are generally open to the public. However, courts
have the discretion to hold hearings in private un-
der certain special circumstances. These circum-
stances may include issues related to national se-
curity, juvenile cases, incidents of rape, matters in-
volving ethics, or the protection of witnesses. Im-
portantly, it is mandated that all parties involved in
a proceeding must have the opportunity to pre-
sent their case before a judicial decision is made.

While the law envisions an independent judiciary,
there are significant challenges in the enforcement
of judicial independence and impartiality by the
government. The civilian judicial system is marked
by dysfunction and is unevenly developed, particu-
larly in rural areas. Many local courts rely heavily
on the authority of dominant local clans and their
associated factions. Furthermore, the judiciary op-
erates within a framework that combines tradi-
tional and customary law, sharia (Islamic law), and
formal law, but these elements are not well inte-
grated.

The judiciary in Somalia faces various issues, in-
cluding influence from corruption and clan-based
politics. There are frequent instances where au-
thorities do not respect court orders or are unable
to enforce them, leading to a lack of accountability
that can result in judicial abuse of power. Civilian
judges often operate without adequate security,
which impedes their ability to perform their duties
effectively.

Despite the existence of functional courts, there is
a critical shortage of trained judges and limited ac-
cess to legal documentation, which hampers the
establishment of judicial precedents. Allegations of
corruption are widespread within the judiciary.
Moreover, the judicial process is often subject to
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interference, with government officials frequently
intervening to influence legal cases, especially
those involving journalists. International NGOs
have reported instances where local officials have
meddled in legal matters, using public order laws
to detain and incarcerate individuals without trial.

Trial Procedures and Legal Rights in Somalia: In
Somalia, the legal framework guarantees the right
to a fair and pubilic trial. However, in practice, this
right is frequently undermined due to the absence
of an independent judiciary. The law stipulates
that individuals are presumed innocent until prov-
en guilty and have the right to be promptly and
thoroughly informed of the charges against them
in a language they comprehend. Nevertheless, it
remains ambiguous whether this right to transla-
tion extends through all stages of appeal.

Detainees are entitled to appear before a compe-
tent court within 48 hours of their arrest, to com-
municate with an attorney of their choice (or to
have one provided at public expense if they lack
the means), and to avoid self-incrimination. Unfor-
tunately, enforcement of these rights is largely in-
effective, as clan politics and corruption often hin-
der access to a fair trial. Additionally, key rights re-
lated to trial procedures—such as the ability to con-
front witnesses, the right to appeal court decisions,
the provision of adequate time and resources for
preparing a defense, and the right to present evi-
dence and witnesses—are not adequately ad-
dressed by the law.

Pre-Trial Process and Detention Issues: Pre-trial de-
tention in Somalia is often prolonged, with no
available estimates on the average duration or the
percentage of the prison population that is held in
pre-trial detention. Delays in trial proceedings are
attributed to a high number of detainees, insuffi-
cient judges and court personnel, and general ju-
dicial inefficiency.




The Human Rights Committee of the Federal Par-
liament of Somalia has raised significant concerns
regarding the treatment of prisoners in the Main
Correctional Prison (MCP). Reports have indicated
that many inmates face years of incarceration
without trial, some have been wrongly detained
post-bail, others who have completed their sen-
tences remain imprisoned, and a number of indi-
viduals have spent three years or more in prison
for minor offenses, sometimes as low as $10.

To address these injustices, the committee has
urged the parliament to take action, including the
immediate release of affected prisoners. They have
also highlighted the existence of corruption con-
tributing to these issues and suggested that indi-
viduals involved should be held accountable.

General Mahad Abdirahman, the Chief of the So-
mali Custodial Corps, recently highlighted signifi-
cant issues within the prison system, specifically
the Major Correctional Facility (MCP). He empha-
sized the urgent need for prisoners to have access
to justice as a crucial first step in addressing these
challenges.

During his comments, he pointed out the troubling
case of an indiviadual who has been in detention for ten
years without a trial, raising serious concerns about the
fairness of the justice system. General Abdirahman stat-
ed, “Where Is the justice? There is no justice.”

To improve the situation, he urged all stakeholders
to prioritize the needs of prisoners. He recommended
that stakeholders visit the prison facilities to gain a di-
rect understanding of the conditions faced by inmates,
which could lead to the implementation of necessary
reforms to address these pressing ISsues.

Military Courts Indict Civilians: In many regions,
functional civilian courts operate; however, they
face significant challenges, including a shortage of
trained judges, limited legal documentation for es-
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tablishing judicial precedents, and widespread al-
legations of corruption.

Defendants in military courts often lack legal rep-
resentation and the right to appeal their convic-
tions. In some instances, authorities carry out
death sentences shortly after court verdicts are is-
sued. There are claims from government officials
that a state of emergency decree from 2011 grants
military courts jurisdiction over crimes, even those
involving civilians. This decree, originally intended
to last three months, has not been definitively con-
firmed as still in effect through government policy,
statements, or actions.

Additionally, the government frequently fails to
promptly and thoroughly inform defendants
about the charges against them and does not al-
ways provide access to evidence held by the gov-
ernment. The conditions for defense preparation
fall short, as defendants do not have dedicated fa-
cilities or sufficient time to prepare their case. They
are also barred from questioning witnesses or pre-
senting their own evidence, and there is no option
to appeal the verdicts rendered by these courts.
Moreover, AS-controlled areas lack a functioning
formal judicial system.

There is a notable absence of clear protocols for
transferring civilian cases to civilian courts from
military courts. Cases that involve security person-
nel or those accused of terrorism-related offenses
are typically processed by military courts, while ci-
vilian courts handle only a limited number of cases.

SOMALI POLICE FORCE (SPF) AND OTHER SOMA-
LI AUTHORITIES

Security Operations and Apprehensions

The Somali Police Force (SPF) and various Somali
authorities handle arrests and detentions in multi-
ple facilities. In addition to Somali prisons, individ-




uals apprehended by the police and NISA are also
held in police stations, as well as locations such as
Godka Jilocow and the CID. There are also in-
stances where detainees are kept in undisclosed
private residences.

Somali Police Force (SPF)

In 2024, the Somali Police Force (SPF) conducted
security sweeps resulting in the apprehension of
149 individuals. This marked an increase from the
previous year, 2023, when the SPF arrested 89
people. Among those arrests in 2024, 43 individu-
als were suspected members of AS, 21 were jour-
nalists, and 85 were alleged members of youth
gangs known as Ciyaal Weero.

In 2022, the Somali Police Force (SPF) conducted
operations leading to the arrest of 51 individuals.
Among those detained were 14 individuals sus-
pected of association with extremist groups, 17
Jjournalists, and 20 alleged members of Ciyaal We-
ero.

Looking back at 2021, the SPF detained 66 indi-
viduals, predominantly in Mogadishu, with 19 be-
ing AS suspects and 47 affiliated with youth gangs.
In 2020, the operations led to the detention of 101
individuals, with 39 of them identified as AS sus-
pects. In 2019, the SPF apprehended 89 individu-
als, most of whom were believed to be AS mem-
bers, with 49 of them eventually released without
facing charges.

Throughout these years, the SPF has also targeted
youth gangs, detaining over 139 boys suspected
of involvement in these groups, thereby signifi-
cantly affecting their liberty.

20

Somali National Intelligence and Security Agency
(NISA)

In 2024, the Somali National Intelligence and Se-
curity Agency (NISA) undertook a series of signifi-
cant security operations aimed at combating AS
and various criminal groups. Throughout the year,
NISA conducted 24 incidents resulting in the de-
tention of 67 young men suspected of involve-
ment with AS and youth gangs.

However, OPR previously highlighted concerns
regarding NISA's practices. In particular, there
were allegations of the unjust apprehension and
imprisonment of 17 individuals last year, including
8 journalists and 9 suspected AS members.

Furthermore, reports indicate that NISA has been
involved in unlawful detentions and, in some cas-
es, kidnappings. Families have communicated with
the OPR expressing their distress over the disap-
pearance of their sons and daughters, who were
allegedly detained by NISA, leaving their wherea-
bouts unknown.

Children in the SPF, NISA, and AS Custody

In Somalia, the prolonged armed conflict lasting
over 32 years has seen various parties, including
AS, enlist children for multiple roles, such as fight-
ers, carriers, providers of intelligence, or for duties
at checkpoints. Reports indicate that AS has re-
cruited numerous children, some as young as nine,
to participate in combat activities over the past
decade.

The challenges faced by children under AS control
do not end when they enter custody under the
FGS. Whether these children surrender, are cap-
tured, or become victims of mass arrests, they of-
ten face a legal system that inadequately address-
es their status. Instead of being recognized as vic-
tims of conflict, children accused of ties with AS are




frequently treated as adult criminals, utilizing an
outdated legal framework and citing legitimate
security concerns as justification for this treatment.

Since 2015, numerous boys suspected of involve-
ment with AS have been detained. Many are ap-
prehended during military confrontations, while
others are captured in security operations across
urban areas, particularly in the capital, Mogadishu.
Following their arrest by military, police, or intelli-
gence agents, these children are typically trans-
ferred to the custody of NISA in Mogadishu. With-
in this facility, they often face detention without
communication with family members and lack le-
gal representation, which raises significant con-
cerns regarding their safety and well-being. Hold-
ing minors alongside adult detainees further exac-
erbates these issues, violating Somalia's interna-
tional commitments to protect children’s rights.

The Somali justice system relies heavily on coerced
confessions, even involving minors. Reports reveal
that young detainees in intelligence facilities may
be forced to provide written or recorded confes-
sions under duress, which can include threats or
even physical abuse akin to torture. The govern-
ment's treatment of children accused of involve-
ment with AS is inconsistent, with various factors
like economic status, clan affiliation, and media
scrutiny influencing outcomes.

Government officials have previously acknowl-
edged the detention of boys identified as high-risk.
However, many detainees are eventually released
without charges, often due to interventions by rel-
atives who may bribe officials. Some children may
be sent to rehabilitation and reintegration centers
operated by NGOs, while others face trial in mili-
tary courts on charges associated with AS mem-
bership, murder, or other conflict-related offenses.
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Military Court Prosecutions of Children

International human rights law places the respon-
sibility on governments to recognize and address
the unique needs of children involved in armed
conflict, including those engaged in terrorism-
related activities. It emphasizes the importance of
supporting their physical and psychological recov-
ery and facilitating their reintegration into society.
Although children associated with armed groups
may face prosecution for serious offenses, alterna-
tive methods should be prioritized, ensuring that
legal proceedings adhere to international stand-
ards for juvenile justice and prioritize the child's
best interests.

Sentencing should focus on rehabilitation and re-
integration rather than punishment. The UN
Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC), which
interprets the Convention on the Rights of the
Child ratified by Somalia in 2015, advises against
the prosecution of children within military justice
systems.

In Somalia, while prosecuting and imprisoning
children for minor security offenses is not wide-
spread, there are instances where children are
tried in military courts for crimes related to the mili-
tant group AS and are often treated as adults. Mili-
tary courts show inconsistency in handling these
cases and frequently overlook essential due pro-
cess rights, including the child's right to a defense
and the prohibition against coerced evidence.
Since 2012, nearly all children sentenced by the
military court in Mogadishu have faced charges
linked to AS membership or allegations of provid-
ing support to the group.

Children detained on security-related charges
within the criminal justice system face a lack of in-
dependent oversight. Advocates for child protec-
tion and prisoners' rights in Somalia have limited




access to intelligence facilities, prisons, and military
courts, making it difficult to ascertain the number
of children held for AS-related offenses across the
country. Moreover, there is no organized system
for record-keeping regarding these cases.

The existing legal framework for managing cases
involving children accused of AS-related crimes is
often inadequate and can violate Somalia's inter-
national commitments. Proposed legislation, such
as a draft anti-terrorism law, risks oversimplifying
the detention and prosecution of children for AS-
related offenses without implementing crucial ju-
venile justice protections and ensuring consistent
access to rehabilitation and reintegration services.

While Somali authorities tackle significant security
threats, their current practices not only undermine
the best interests of children but may also hinder
the efforts against AS, potentially increasing public
fear and distrust in security forces. A poignant ex-
ample is a statement from a 16-year-old boy who
was detained by NISA for two and a half months
during a security sweep in Mogadishu:

"You can either get caught up in a bomb attack or a
mass sweep by NISA. We always get stopped and ques-
tioned. Either way, we face problems. It's like we're con-
stantly in a prison. "

Furthermore, AS continues to illegally detain, kid-
nap, and forcibly recruit children in its ongoing
conflict against the FGS.

ACHIEVED OUTCOMES IN RELATION TO STRA-
TEGIC OBJECTIVES OF OPR

Working in collaboration with corrections authori-
ties and stakeholders

OPR has successfully fostered collaborative rela-
tionships with various stakeholders in Somalia, in-
cluding Somalia Non-State Actors (SONSA) such as
the Somali Youth Development Network (SOY-
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DEN) and the Women and Child Support Organi-
zation (WOCSO), as well as the Human Rights
Committee. These partnerships are designed to
support the FGS and prison authorities by deliver-
ing strategic policy advice that aligns with the UN
Global Focal Point Arrangement on Rule of Law
(GFP) and the Comprehensive Approach to Securi-
ty (CAS). The primary goal of these initiatives is to
develop effective and accountable rule of law insti-
tutions within the country.

By bringing together personnel from various UN
entities, including UNDP, UNOPS, and UNODC,
OPR is able to implement collaborative justice and
corrections programs. This strategic guidance,
coupled with operational support from various UN
agencies, funds, and programs, has established an
efficient framework for providing assistance and
reinforcing the rule of law in Somalia.

Human Rights Awareness Seminars, Education,
and Counseling for Inmates and Prison Staff in
Somalia

Since 2022, a total of 393 employees from the cus-
todial corps in Somalia, comprising 262 men and
131 women, have undergone training in im-
portant areas related to prison management. This
training includes critical subjects such as the Bang-
kok Rules, which focus on the treatment of female
prisoners, and the United Nations Standard Mini-
mum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners, com-
monly known as the Nelson Mandela Rules. Addi-
tionally, participants have received instruction in
incident management, rehabilitation and human
rights, typical prison duties, as well as both ad-
vanced and basic medical training. However, chal-
lenges persist, as inadequately trained qguards
have been reported to struggle with maintaining
the safety of inmates. It is worth noting that com-
prehensive information regarding the overall ca-
pacity of the custodial corps remains unavailable




within the current time constraints and from the
consulted sources.

OPR is dedicated to enhancing capacity across var-
ious fields and specialties. To tackle the challenges
faced by prisoners in Somalia's correctional facili-
ties, OPR employs diverse strategies, including
awareness programs, education, therapy, and dia-
logues. The organization acknowledges that de-
veloping programs aimed at helping prisoners un-
derstand the underlying causes of their violent
behaviors is a complex task.

Addressing these challenges involves assisting in-
dividuals in setting objectives and identifying prac-
tical solutions. This can be achieved through vari-
ous means, including religious and educational
interventions, as well as fostering critical thinking
skills. Psychological therapies designed to encour-
age the socialization of former offenders, along
with social worker interventions, can provide a
clearer vision for a better future. Vocational train-
ing is also crucial in equipping inmates with neces-
sary skills to secure employment post-release. Ac-
tivities such as sports and exercise promote team-
work, trust, and self-fulfilment without resorting to
violence, while art therapy, including theater, of-
fers a valuable outlet for emotional expression.

In light of these objectives, OPR is currently formu-
lating an action plan to expand these initiatives,
beginning with the initiatives of the MCP.

Meeting the Needs of Convicts under Prison Laws
and Regulations

The FGS is dedicated to upholding human rights
and preserving the dignity of all individuals. This
commitment includes a strong resolve to eliminate
and prevent all forms of torture, aligning with in-
ternational human rights standards. Somalia ad-
heres to various fundamental prohibitions against
torture, such as those outlined in the Convention
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Against Torture (CAT), Article 5 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), and Article
7 of the International Covenant on Civil and Politi-
cal Rights (ICCPR).

A key legislation under review is the 1962 Somali
Penal Code (Legislative Decree No. 5), which cur-
rently does not define torture. The government
planned to complete a thorough revision of the
Penal Code in 2020, which aims to incorporate
definitions including that of torture, in line with
the UN Convention. Furthermore, new legislative
measures compatible with CAT are being drafted.
Notably, the Council of Ministers, through the Min-
istry of Women and Human Rights Development,
presented the Sexual Offences Bill to Parliament in
June 2018, which is presently awaiting its first
reading. This bill seeks to address gaps in the So-
mali Penal Code regarding sexual violence.

In terms of prison infrastructure, new correctional
facilities have been established in Somaliland and
Puntland, supported by funding from the UN Of-
fice on Drugs and Crime, particularly to address
piracy-related cases. These facilities are designed to
meet international standards, with jail staff receiv-
ing necessary training and support.

Additionally, OPR has been actively engaged in
addressing the specific needs of detainees, their
families, and detention facility authorities. This in-
cludes comprehensive data collection to enhance
awareness of inmate needs. For instance, during
the COVID-19 pandemic, OPR staff facilitated the
delivery of face masks and sanitizers to inmates in
Mogadishu, highlighting the continued efforts to
support prisoner health and welfare.

Support for Legal, Emotional, and Social Well-
Being

Individuals who have been incarcerated often face
significant challenges upon reentry into society.




Correctional institutions typically do not provide
adequate support for ex-offenders, particularly
those with mental health issues. After release,
many individuals do not receive necessary counsel-
ing or psychotherapy, and they are often dis-
charged without access to prescription medica-
tions or outpatient care. As a result, those dealing
with psychosocial challenges may find themselves
isolated at home.

Families and relatives frequently serve as the pri-
mary support system for individuals with psycho-
social disabilities. However, they often encounter
difficulties in providing effective assistance due to
the absence of community support resources, such
as outpatient medical services and informed con-
sent-based counseling. Moreover, family members
may lack essential knowledge about mental health
conditions, which can lead to misunderstandings
regarding suitable treatment options. They also
face societal stigma, which complicates their ability
to support their loved ones.

In search of relief, some individuals may turn to
traditional Islamic healers or seek over-the-counter
medications from unregulated and unlicensed
pharmacies, which poses additional risks. Address-
ing these gaps in support and improving access to
appropriate care is crucial for the well-being of ex-
offenders and their families.

A Fair and Open Approach to Addressing the Di-
verse Aftercare Needs of Convicts

OPR is actively engaged in enhancing the stand-
ards of living and well-being of inmates within
Somalia’'s correctional institutions. Their primary
focus is on protecting the rights of all individuals,
irrespective of their diverse backgrounds. A signifi-
cant aspect of OPR's work is ensuring that those
detained are treated with compassion and dignity
throughout their incarceration. Crucially, inmates’
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families are afforded opportunities to maintain
communication, visit, and stay informed about the
detainees’ status.

Since 2021, OPR, in collaboration with various
stakeholders, has undertaken visits to individuals in
places of detention across Somalia. These visits en-
compass a range of facilities, including prisons, po-
lice stations, and NISA detention centers, as well as
CID headquarters. The objective of these visits is to
ensure that all detainees receive humane and dig-
nified treatment.

Furthermore, OPR recognizes and aims to address
the unique needs of detainees, their families, and
the authorities managing detention facilities. The
organization understands that detention presents
distinctive challenges for all involved parties and is
committed to advocating for an unbiased, fair, and
open process. By producing reports, articles, and
raising public awareness through data collection
and dissemination, OPR strives to promote trans-
parency and equitable treatment within the cor-
rectional system.

DISCUSSIONS

According to the U.S. Department of State's as-
sessment of events in 2024, the conditions in pris-
ons and detention facilities across the country are
alarmingly poor and often life-threatening. Many
correctional facilities suffer from inadequate medi-
cal treatment and sanitation, which are critically
insufficient. Unfortunately, the exact number of
incarcerated individuals, including women and
children, remains unknown.

Key issues affecting these facilities include over-
crowding, insufficient sanitation, and a lack of ac-
cess to healthcare. Problems related to hydration,
nutrition, illumination, and ventilation have also
been reported. Diseases such as pneumonia and
tuberculosis are prevalent among the prison popu-




lation, exacerbating the already dire situation.
Prisoners often rely on their families to cover con-
finement fees imposed by authorities, further high-
lighting the systemic issues present in the deten-
tion system.

There is a significant lack of data regarding mortal-
ity rates in jails and pre-trial detention facilities. Dis-
turbingly, authorities frequently house adults and
children together in the same cells, and there is a
repeated failure to separate pre-trial detainees
from convicted individuals. The ongoing practice
of detaining children—sometimes at the request of
parents seeking to discipline them—raises serious
concerns. Additionally, some families have opted
to send their teenagers from areas controlled by
armed groups to jail as a means to protect them
from being coerced into joining such organiza-
tions.

The United Nations has condemned the incon-
sistent separation of adults and children within the
prison system. It has highlighted that living condi-
tions for convicts at certain facilities, such as the
MCP, do not meet essential international and gov-
ernmental standards. An example of this is the de-
tention of 120 convicts in facilities designed to
hold only 50. The overall management of these
facilities is inadequate, characterized by poor doc-
umentation and a lack of oversight, with no om-
budsmen present to address grievances. Further-
more, despite occasional releases of nonviolent
offenders, there are very few alternatives to deten-
tion, primarily due to insufficient government re-
sources available to manage the incarcerated
population effectively.

RECOMMENDATIONS
Overcrowding

Prison and Detention Authorities should;
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* Create and implement long-term and effi-
cient strategies to reduce the jail popula-
tion.

* C(Create non-custodial measures within the
legal system following the UN Standard
Minimum Rules for Non-custodial Measures
(the Tokyo Rules) to enhance the use of al-
ternatives to jail sentences and detention.
These acts may consist of;

o Rehabilitate those convicted of certain
drug-related offences.

o Impose fines rather than prison sentences
for first-time offenders, and give penalties or
community service for minor violations.

o Address the issue of avoiding pre-trial or
remand incarceration for persons charged
with specified crimes.

o Use home detention with electronic moni-
toring techniques to lessen the risk of evad-
ing punishment.

o Consider early release techniques such as
parole and conditional release.

= Minimize pre-trial or remand detention and
ensure bail bonds are reasonable and pro-
portionate for the offence.

* Ensure that elderly inmates are given pref-
erence when receiving alternatives to incar-
ceration.

Accommodation and Space
The Government must;

= Provide proper ventilation, heating, and
cooling systems for cells.




Punishment,

provide ample space, clean cells, and cli-
mate-appropriate bedding for prisoners and
detainees.

Cruel, Inhumane, or Degrading

Treatment

Prison Authorities must;

Ensure that no discrimination exists and
that all inmates are treated with dignity and
kindness.

Ensure that no disciplinary action or other
punishment for violating prison rules and
codes of conduct constitutes torture or any
other form of cruel, inhumane, or degrad-
ing treatment or punishment.

Ensure that solitary confinement is only
used as a last resort in extreme circum-
stances, for the shortest time, and following
an independent examination.

Conduct thorough, unbiased, and inde-
pendent investigations into all claims of tor-
ture and maltreatment, ensuring that per-
petrators are punished following existing
laws, rules and regulations, and provide vic-
tims with the remedies and compensation
to which they are entitled.

Food, Water and Sanitation

Authorities should:;
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Ensure that access to clean drinking water
from a tap or container is constant and
available throughout the day and night.

Make sure there is always enough water
available for personal hygiene, and make
sure there is a sufficient flow of water going

into showers and toilets throughout the
day and night.

Ensure that inmates always have unlimited
access to restrooms with the highest level of
privacy.

Make showers more widely available, and
allow enough time for each prisoner to take
a shower.

Ensure that the tools and supplies given to
convicts who are given cleaning assign-
ments are sufficient and appropriate.

Boost the overall nutritional value and qual-
ity of the food provided to inmates.

Ensure that all convicts receive food that
meets their dietary, spiritual, and cultural
requirements.

Guarantee the quantity, quality, prepara-
tion, and serving of food, and that the facili-
ty's sanitation meets international stand-
ards.

Ensure that convicts have hygienic eating
utensils that are comparable to those that
are used outside of jail.

Ensure that female inmates are given the
supplies they require to suit their unique
hygienic requirements, including a sufficient
supply of gratis sanitary pads.

Healthcare and other Health-related Services

Authorities must;

Undertake routine inspections with the as-
sistance of medical specialists or qualified
public health officials to investigate and ad-
dress issues that may affect inmates’ health.




Ensure that prisoners who require special-
ized treatment are transferred to facilities or
hospitals outside of jails and that they have
immediate access to medical care in emer-
gencies.

Identify and meet the health needs of cer-
tain populations, such as women, seniors,
juveniles, and individuals with disabilities
who are incarcerated.

Ensure that offenders receive adequate
psychological and mental care.

Outside World, Recreation Opportunities and
Complaints
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The government must make sure that con-
victs can properly connect with their loved
ones, friends, and attorneys regularly
through visits, letters, and phone calls.

Watch out for any unreasonable or illegal
intrusions on the privacy of the prisoner
during both in-person and virtual visits from
their loved ones.

Ensure that all conversations between de-
tainees and their attorneys are private and
discreet.

Ensure that inmates have consistent access
to daily newspapers, magazines, books, and
other forms of entertainment, education,
and culture.

Ensure that there are no limitations placed
on the kinds of books and other publica-
tions that are available for convicts to read
and/or consult.

Ensure that convicts have access to enough
leisure and cultural opportunities.

Ensure that complaints can be made anon-
ymously by convicts and that all complaints
are looked into, fully investigated, and effec-
tively addressed.

Watch out for any actions of retaliation
against prisoners by staff members or other
inmates in response to grievances they
have made.

Disseminate regular and thorough statistical
data on the number of abuse-related com-
plaints lodged against prison officials, the
number of investigations completed, and
the disciplinary or other actions taken
against offenders.

Recommendations to the International Communi-

ty

The international community should;

Demand that the FGS develop and put into
action sustainable and efficient methods to
lower the jail population to boost efforts to
address and resolve the issue of overcrowd-
ing in prisons.

Demand that the FGS make improvements
to prison conditions that are consistent with
the UN Standard Minimum Rules for the
Treatment of Prisoners and the UN Rules for
the Treatment of Women Prisoners and
Non-custodial Measures for Women Of-
fenders, in particular with regard to the
amount of space allotted per prisoner, sani-
tation facilities, and the accessibility of ade-
quate healthcare.

Call on the FGS to uphold agreements, such
as allowing an Ombudsman complete ac-
cess to all jails.

Offer the required technical assistance to
ensure that Somalia's prison conditions ad-
here to the nation's commitments under in-
ternational human rights law; and relevant
international standards.
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